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Here’s what you missed!
One hundred plus members
from Warren
County and
nearly forty
from
Hunterdon
County came
to Harker’s
Hollow Golf

Club on
April 24 to
4, show their
Senator support for
Leonard Lance |NJEA’s 2007
legislative
program.
Emcee Ken
Kobler, WCEA
representative
to the NJEA
Gov’t Relations
Committee,

started the pro-
gram be intro-
ducing NJEA

legislators concerning pension and
health benefits.

She went on to explain the deal
with the governor that will preserve
our retirement benefits. Governor
Corzine has promised to put $1_bil-
lion into the pension fund for the
next three years. Powell then went
on to explain there could be some
changes in the early retirement age,
but there would not be any change in
the retirement formula.

Additionally, Powell explained
there will be a separate educational
commission to oversee the TPAF/

PERS pension systems and it will not

be held to the “uniformity clause”
that other
state unions
must abide
’; by. There
will be also
L be an in-
lin current

Y pension con-
~_Itributions,

President

Joyce Powell whol Members from Greenwich Township

|but that

provided an in depth report on what
has transpired in Trenton in the
past year.

Powell opened her speech by
thanking all the actives and retir-
ees who participated in the Decem-
ber 14 rally, the nine rally days in
January and February and those
who sent nearly 70,000 e-mails to
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guarantees
no premium sharing for medical
benefits.

New hires will be guaranteed the
same benefits, except once they
reach the Social Security maximum
of $97,000 (which will increase each
year), their pension contributions
will be diverted to a defined contri-
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crease of .5%

Recording Secretary:

r bution plan as opposed to the cur-

rent defined benefits plan.
Following Joyce Powell, Senator
Leonard Lance was introduced and
immediately stated his support of
the governor’s agreement with the
NJEA and the $1 billion contribution
to the pension fund. He felt it was
likely that the agreement between
the governor and the NJEA would be
approved and the the annual payment
would be made. Lance also credited
the governor for making the pension
contribution and stated the fund

Assemblywoman Marcia
[Karrow and WCREA member
John Stana

should be fully funded.

Lance’s concluding remarks dealt
with property tax reform and the
need for a new school funding for-
mula.

Final speakers were NEA Director
Ron Burd (Hunterdon County) who
spoke about NCLB and the 2008 elec-
tion and Vince Giordano (NJEA As-
sistant Executive Director) who ba-
sically reiterated what Joyce Powell
had said in her introductory speech.
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NEA Director’s
Report

Here is some insight into the

proposed NEA Legislative Program
for the 110th
Congress, sec-
ond session.
NEA has taken
members’ in-
put throughout
|:| the year from
| hearings at six
regional lead-
ership conferences, fall conference
of the National Council of Urban
Education Associations (NCUEA),
and at the Higher Education and
Education Professionals confer-
ences.

The NEA Legislative Program
has been grouped in four sections.
The sections are as follows:

High Quality Public Edu-
cation - Legislative issues de-
signed to address the many factors
that impact the quality of public
education directly in the classroom
or school.

Supporting Student
Achievement - Legislative issues
intended to create the best possible
conditions for all children in sup-
port of both their development and
education.

A Voice in the Workplace
- Legislative issues linked directly
to some of the most basic employee
issues faced by all employees.

Good Public Policy - Legis-
lative issues related to ongoing
concerns of national importance to
both NEA members and the rest of
the nation.

Here is what NEA supports:

A student-counselor ratio of not
more than 250 students to 1 appro-
priately certified and/or licensed
school counselor.

School modernization that re-
quires federal assistance for school
construction, maintenance, renova-
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