NEA Director’s Report: the funding inequities, the NEA has

Report of General appealed the court’s decision by ex-
Counsel Robert Chanin to Posing the inconsistencies between
the NEA Board of Direc- the pastand
1OTS. present prac-

tices.

Mr. Chanin began his report by
stating there are not any pressing
issues currently, so I am going to
provide an update of a case filled

Referencing
Texas as a vic-
tim of the fund-

in April of 2006 regarding NCLB. ing faux'_POX7
The issue has resulted from Mr. Chanin
federal mandates requiring schools [Michael Kruczek | spelled-out the

to provide programs imposed by the following. Meet-

NCLB law, but not being funded in ing the law’s expectations requires a
its entirety by the federal govern- funding source of about $1.2 billion

ment. This practice requires state dolla‘rs annually. Lacking S‘UCh a

and local districts to divert their 1unding pool has thus required Texas
funding to pay for the massive to redirect approximately $300 per
shortfall. Essentially parents’ lo- student of local tax dollars to support
cal school tax dollars are being re- the federal NCLB Act.

directed to meet the unwieldy fed- G?OSS 1nequ1t1e§ such as this ox
eral program. This is a clear vio- emplify the necessity of challenging
lation of federal law section the court’s decision. When districts

9527(a): must forego funding for staff and re-

Nothing in this Act shall be sources in order to comply with fed-
construed to authorize an officer or eral mandates, children are placed at
employee of the Federal Govern- risk.
ment to mandate, direct, or control The remedy to this apparent fund-
a State, local education agency, or ing issue lies not in over-throwing
school’s curriculum, program of the existing law, but rather in exact-
instruction, or allocation of State 118 the federal funding necessary for
or local resources, or mandate a its success. In closing Mr. Chanin
State or any subdivision thereof to stated he is confident that the lan-

spend any funds or incur any costs 84a8e is pretty clear cut as he sees
not paid for under this Act. and feels the judge should also agree.

Consequently, NEA has filed an The United States Court of Appeals

appeal charging the United States for the Sixth Circuit has ruled that
District Court for the Eastern Court Secretary Spellings is violating the
of Michigan’s decision as being Spending Clause of the Constitution
"both misplaced and unfounded." by requiring states and school dis-
Citing legislative history created tricts to spend their own funds to
by the very parties responsible for comply with the federal law.









