Minutes: April 7, 2010

A meeting of WCREA was held on the above date at Enzo’s Pasta Grille,
Manstield. President Pat Kollar called the meeting to order at 10:30 AM and led the
flag salute. the singing of “America” was led by Barbara Esposito, tollowed by a
thought for the day, a poem about birds singing, read by Theresa Ravenburg. The
secretary’s report was distributed and approved. The treasurer reported a balance
of $1,325.28 and $11.24 in the Activity Account. Both reports were approved as
read. Under scholarship, Vicki Rhinehart reported that all 6 $400 awards had been
paid; thus, the total of $11.24. She reported that we now have 194 members, 10 of
whom are associates. The county has not yet paid for dues of new members. Under
trips, Sand Beck said that a fall trip will be announced at the June meeting.

Under Old Business, Vicki Rhinehart reported that Harker’s Hollow still owes us
our $500 deposit for last Sept. However, they are bankrupt and no one is around, so
recovery of our deposit doesn’t look promising. Pres. Pat will contact NJEA attorneys
to seek assistance.

Next, Sandy Beck was thanked tor arranging the March trip to New York to see
“Billie Elliott”. It was an excellent show, and the weather was beautiful. Two busloads
attended.

Pat stated that it anyone has problems with the new Medco Prescription Plan,
contact them. Pre-approval may be required tor some
medicines, though NJEA says this is unlawtul. Also, April
23 is the final date to submit the eligible dependent audit
packet.

Under New Business, Carol Mertz reported on the NJREA
GR meeting of Feb. 16. The legislature and Gov. Christie
have approved much legislation detrimental to NJEA members. As retiree’s, the
money is there for us in the pension tund. However, there are changes tor the
actives. The benefits formula has been reverted from the current N/SS5 to the former
N/60. There is no longer coordination of health benetfits, and there will be consistent
benetits tor all public employees. Currently teachers’
benetits are separate from other public employees. The
state will be required (it the constitutional amendment
passes) to tund the pension--nothing this year, 1/7 in 2011,
etc. It will take 7 years to achieve tull funding (which is
already mandated by law and has been ignored). The one 3 i
positive aspect is that the deftined contribution plan was eliminated, which means new
members will not have 401K’s, but will be in the pension plan.

President Pat and Carol Mertz reported on lobby days attended, Feb. 18 and
Mar. 22. Many people testitied in Feb., but no questions were asked on any of them.
In March, over 300 attended, but faced a very hostile attitude, like “a police state”.
From the various meetings attended in March, and Gov. Christie's’ budget address of
March 16, it was made clear the the NJEA and NJREA are under attack by the
governor. Radio station 101.5 is also very “anti-teachers”. Much discussion ensued







